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“Shi-ji”> Huang-Lao Taoism

Henry Shu-Hsien Liao

PhD candidate, Graduate School of Philosophy

Chinese Culture University

Abstract

The prevalence of Huang-Lao in the Qin and Han dynasties led to the Han Empire’ first
golden age occurred at the Wen-Jing’ reign. At the time, the political and academic ideas
pursued by the rulers were the Huang-Lao Taoist’ theories. On the other hand, in the process of
long-term political communication, after reviewing the different stages of the development of
the Lao-tzu in the pre-Qin period, such as the Taoist school of Tiangi and the Huainanzi of the
Western Han, the author analyzes Liu Han's ruling class deliberately cites Huang-Lao Taoism as
the policy objective to consolidates its regime. It seems to extend the theory of Qi’s cosmology
to the discourse of political value. In the early Han Dynasty, Shi-ji’Huang-Lao political thought
was a self-cultivation of Emperor’s moral spiritual health and leadership skills as contributing
the successful transformation of the Laozi’ Way as the political ideal of “Wu-wei” . And it fully

reflected in the Sima Qian’s political discourse.

Keywords: Laozi, Huang-Lao Taoism, political thoughts, Sima Qian
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