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The political and religious thoughts of

Huang-Lao Taoist and ""Laozi Xiang’er zhu”

Henry Shu-Hsien Liao
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Postdoctoral researcher, NARLabs

Abstract

" Laozi Xiang’er zhu" is not only one of the earliest Taoist monographs of Taoism in China,
but also a religious symbol after the Emperor Wu’ Confucianism first policy. That book has only
35 chapters of Tao part now. And its title " Xiang’er" means that when people sit in meditation,
a supernatural being came to the revelation, so write down the Mantra and use it as first
preaching. This Taoist classic book transforms the Taoist to Taoism. The author considers the
leaders of Taoism cited Huang Lao Taoist for the idea of promoting the doctrine. Moreover that
book claims that "Tao" has personality and will to reward good and evil. So we can’t violate the
its will. This paper consider that the thoughts of this book combine the theory of cosmology, Qi
in the Han Dynasty and the practices of religion, so that the Taoist theory can be transformed to
the religious preaching. In other words, " Xiang’er zhu” insists the idea of harmony and five
elements, but its method as teaching the believers through focusing the beliefs and spiritual
realm, rather than any mysterious skills. Therefore, the emergence of the Taoism monographs
means pre-Qin Taoist has been successfully transformed into a political and religious unity of

the Eastern Han dynasty.

Keywords: Huang Lao Taoist, Taoism, political philosophy, cosmology, theory of Qi
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