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Between matter and spirit Discussion on the Economic 
Operation of Buddhist Temples in Hue City, Vietnam 

Phan Thanh Tri 

Department of Southeast Asian Studies, National Chi Nan University 

Abstract 

Located in the middle of Vietnam, Hue was the capital of Nguyen Dynasty – the final 

imperial family of Vietnam. In addition to the World Heritage including Imperial City and 

Imperial Tombs, Hue is also famous for Buddhist beliefs and temples. These are not only 

material heritage but also spiritual heritage. In Hue, buddhists make up 60% of local population; 

there are about 1,035 monks and nuns, and 563 monasteries and material art schools. There are 

two kind of buddhists temple in Hue: the public temple (was built by the King, many of this 

kind are currently listed in the national ruins) and the private temple (built by local people). So 

how are the material foundation of these temple formed? How do buddhists maintain and 

develop their beliefs in the process of historical evolution, social unrest and the ups and downs 

of Buddhism? How to maintain and develop Buddhist economy? This is the main content of this 

article. While discussing, it is found that the economy in Hue temples has changed greatly due 

to various social systems. From the economic source that relied on the production and 

distribution of temples or supported by buddhists, it developed to establish a company and 

participated in social exchange. For the benefits of Buddhism, this transformation not only 

influent Hue society, but also proves the change and adaptation of the material basis of 

Buddhism. The context of this paper, through the interpretation of the monastic economy, the 

author divides it into two concepts of "material economy" and "spiritual economy" and makes 

appropriate explanations. In addition, the difficulties currently faced by Hue Buddhism or Hue 

Temple are also the contents of this article. 

Keywords: Hue Temple, Buddhist Temple Economic Operation, Temple Field, Material 

Economy, Spiritual Economy. 

 


