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The Further Interpretation of “Fan” in Tao Te Ching

Chen Ying-Ju

Department of Chinese Literature, National Taipei University

Abstract

In this essay | discussed four kind of meanins of Laozi’s “Fan”,which is a quite important
concept in Tao_Te_Ching. How can we keep “Fan” in perspective and interpret it better? The
research from Xiaogan Liu indicated that two perspectives were included in “Fan” , which were
objective one and subjective one respectively. According to Xiaogan Liu’s saying , this
discussion could get a philosophical analysis further and it came in four parts : First, “Fan”
indicated every being including phenomenon, thought and etc. lives in opposite, second, “Fan”
might be understood as “Return” ,third,“Fan”showed Laozi’s values , forth, “Fan” illustrated

the“Method” to lead our life and it also showed Laozi’s unique language strategy.

Keywords: Fan, opposite, Return of Dao, straightforward words seem backwards



