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1930s Taiwan Folk Religious Way of Life and Cultural
Practice - Masuda Fukutaro’s Viewpoint and

Interpretation

Wang, Chih-Hsiang

Associate Professor, Department of Gerontological technology and

Service management, Nan Kai University of Technology

Abstract

By way of Masuda Fukutaro’s recording of Taiwan folk religious way of life in 1930, this
paper tries to deliver a seldom-mentioned picture of local practice which stood against
intellectual elite’s cultural enlightenment movement. Though carrying political mission, Masuda
Fukutaro’s anthropological style of writing witnessed the core motivation of verification and
exchange beneath the religious practice. Such folk religious way of life even influenced the
modern Japanese judicial process. Such religious way of life will be analyzed with Redfield’s
conception of great and little tradition, and Weber’s sociology of religion about magic. Further,
it would go back to long term history to find the social setting of migration society of Taiwan, to
touch the issues or possibility of culture proliferation. In the conclusion chapter, this paper
confirms the uniqueness of Taiwan religious phenomenon which has stood still for hundreds of

years and not been really influenced by Japanese politics and even Chinese great tradition.

Keywords: Masuda Fukutaro, Religion, Weber, Culture Proliferation



